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London Chamber of Commerce by saying, "Commercial edu-
cation is essential in a commercial nation." He said also,
"Commerce is no longer a haphazard affair, but calls for a
cultured intellect and a great power of mental concentration."
Two years afterwards he spoke at the British Industries Fair
dinner at the Mansion House/ "Time and trade wait for no
man___a trade opportunity missed is gone for ever," he
said. He sponsored all the modern devices. "Films are a real
aid to the development of imperial trade/' he said in Novem-
ber of 19^3, and, in the same year, he told a company of
pressmen that "modern science, working hand in hand with
modern journalism," had "put a girdle round the earth." He
talked of the "science and art" of advertising, and of the
"psychology of salesmanship". The Prince realised also that his
own power was increased by what was written about him in
the newspapers, and he admitted that he had come to look
upon the Press as his "publicity agents."
By this time, the business men of the country had come to
realise that their cause was the Prince's cause, and that he
was their most illustrious champion. Commercial organis-
ations clamoured for his help. He gave meaning to his motto,
Ich Dien. Once, in a speech to a gathering of business men,
he pressed both his hands upon the table, leaned over, and
said, "I shall always pull my weight." The serious promise
rings a little sadly now, but he was sincere when he made it.
Freedom from humbug, frankness and energy, soon gave the
Prince a position in British industry which had never be-
longed to another royalty in history.
The Prince was inconsistent in his treament of sycophants,
sometimes enjoying their manner and sometimes snubbing
them. All kinds of men were admitted to York House to
describe their schemes, but he was seldom deceived, if their
plans were mixed with mere self-advancement. H. G. Wells
once wrote, "Nowadays... the stuffing is knocked out of
princes." Perhaps he saw only Europe and forgot the country
at his feet. While many fierce changes shook the peace of
Europe, almost more violently than the war that preceded